54    THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF WAR

Frenchman under thirty was permitted to travel or to
serve in any public office unless he could produce a
certificate showing that he had discharged his liability
under the law of Conscription. To prevent organised
opposition, the hapless conscripts were marched under
an escort of gendarmerie in bodies of a hundred to
various depots throughout the Empire, and there
supplied with arms and clothing* Curable diseases
only obtained a temporary discharge* The incurables
had to pay an indemnity to the Government* At first
no exceptions were allowed, but eventually the eldest
brother of an orphan family, and the only son of a
widow, might, on soliciting the indulgence, be trans-
ferred from the active service to the reserve, and the
same privilege was allowed to subdeacons in seminaries*
Another dispensation exempted workmen engaged in
the manufacture of war material, and by another
limited conges were allowed to soldiers who had survived
five campaigns* One of the chief advantages to the State
of the conscript system is that it saves pay* The
conscript soldier even now only receives from a half-
penny to a penny a day*

This military enslavement of the nation was fortified
by a penal code of searching rigour* Any public func-
tionary who gave a false certificate of infirmity suffered
five years' imprisonment in irons* Conscripts who
mutilated themselves or shammed infirmity were placed
at the disposition of the Government for five years to
labour as prisoners* Absentees or refractories under-
went corporal punishment, and paid a fine of 1500 francs,
which, together with the expenses incurred in the
pursuit, was levied either on their own property, or on
that of the father or mother* In 1807 a man who used